
City of Swartz Creek 
AGENDA 

Regular Council Meeting, Monday February 23, 2004  7:00 P.M. 
City Hall 8083 Civic Drive, Swartz Creek Michigan  48473 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 
 
4. MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES: 
 4A. Regular Council Meeting, February 9, 2004             MOTION Pg.   
 
5. APPROVE AGENDA 
 5A.  Proposed or Amended Agenda      MOTION Pg.   
  
6. REPORTS: 
  6A. City Manager’s Report        MOTION Pg.   
  6B. Monthly Police Report         Pg. 
  6C. Monthly Fire Report         Pg. 
  6D. Ordinance #376 (Agenda Item)        Pg. 
  6E. FANG Data (Agenda Item)        Pg. 
 
7. COMMUNICATIONS TO COUNCIL: 
 7A. Letter, Win Woods Residents        Pg. 
 7B. Letters, Gateway-Racetrack-Burkeshire Drainage     Pg. 
 7C. Waiver Request, Fire Department, Park Usage Fee (Agenda Item)   Pg. 
 7D. Comcast Communications        Pg. 
 7E. Mott CC Letter (Agenda Item)        Pg. 
 7F. Legislative Report, Rep Gleason        Pg. 
 7G. MML News Updates & Alerts        Pg. 
   
8. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 
 8A. Presentation, Mr. John Matonich, Mott C.C. Update   PRES.  Pg. 
 8B. General Public Comments 
   
9. OLD BUSINESS: 

9A. Presentation, Pete LaMourie, Miller – Elms  T.I.S. Analysis  RESO.  Pg 
9B. Presentation, Chief Brent Cole, Capital Purchase   DISC.  Pg. 
9C. Fire Department, Park Fee Waiver Request    RESO.  Pg. 
9D. Senior Center Addition Millage Request     RESO.  Pg. 
9E. Ordinance Amendment, Drain Permit-Maintenance Process  RESO.  Pg. 

 
10. NEW BUSINESS: 

10A. FANG Position        RESO.  Pg. 
10B. Ordinance Amendment, Zoning Code     DISC.  Pg. 

  
11. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 

11A. General Public Comments 
 
12. REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBER’S:      
  
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION, LABOR CONTRACTS:  

13A. Pending Labor Agreements      RESO.  Pg. 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT:  



 

 City of Swartz Creek  
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Regular Council Meeting, Monday February 23, 2004  7:00 P.M. 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem & Council Members 
FROM: PAUL BUECHE // City Manager 
DATE:   20-February-2004  
 
OLD / ROUTINE BUSINESS – REVISITED ISSUES / PROJECTS 
 
9 CITY PLANS, POLICIES & PROCEDURES (Status) 

Pending…  
 
9 PURCHASE & SALE OF CITY PROPERTIES (Status) 

The County WWS has a desire to purchase the water line west of the City as well as 
the Brown Road plant.  We will be visiting this subject as well as a significant amount 
of improvements to both the water and sanitary system over the next six months or 
so.  We’ll see where it heads. 

 
9 MASTER PLAN UPDATE (Status) 

The Draft Master Plan has been distributed, the official date being December 15th, 2003.  
In speaking with LSL, they suggest we move the Public Hearing in front of the Planning 
Commission to April 6th.  The County has not yet responded with their comments.  They 
have between 75 and 95 days and Carmine believes we should wait the maximum 
period of time out. 

 
9 MILLER – ELMS T.I.S. STUDY, 3-LANE CONCEPT REVIEW (Presentation & 

Resolution) 
We have received the final report on the TIS for the Miller – Elms study area.  A copy 
of the analysis was handed out at the last meeting.   Mr. LaMourie will be present at 
tonight’s meeting to address the council with a short report on his findings and 
answer any questions that the Council may have.   Pete will also address the three 
lane concept and answer questions relative to this.  I have a short resolution to 
accept the report and make it a part of the official minutes. 

 
9 FIRE MILLAGE REQUEST – CAPITAL PURCHASE (Presentation & Discussion) 

In light of some recent developments on the Sr. Center Millage, we need to wait a bit 
longer to address this issue, maybe until the early spring, before we decide on this.  
Additionally, Brent Cole has requested to make a presentation relative to an aerial 
truck purchase.  He will be present at tonight’s meeting.  I have not prepared a 
resolution for this meeting as the data is all new, but I can do so for the next if the 
Council is so inclined to agree with the Fire Chief’s recommendation. 

 
9 FIRE DEPARTMENT, PARK FEE WAIVER REQUEST (Resolution) 

Although probably a new business item, it seems appropriate to address it in 
conjunction with Brent’s presentation.  The annual Swartz Creek Area Firefighter’s 
Association Picnic has been scheduled for Saturday, August 28th in Pavilion #2.  



Brent has requested that the Park Usage Fee be waived.  We have done this for the 
group in the past and should continue. 

 
9 SR. CENTER ADDITION / MILLAGE REQUEST (Resolution) 

I have a short resolution to extend the time on the ballot language until the next 
meeting.  As you recall, at the last meeting we specified via resolution that language 
would be back for review at this meting.  I’ve met with the Senior Board and we’re still 
working on a solution. 

 
9 OTHER NON-CITY MILLAGE REQUESTS (Presentation)  

Aside from the requests that we as a city are contemplating for either the August 
Primary or the November General Election, there have been a steady stream of 
additional considerations for other taxing authorities.  Among the ones that we have 
heard or have notified us are, Genesee County Parks, M.T.A., Mott Community 
College and the Genesee County Road Commission.  Mr. John Matonich will be 
present at tonight’s meeting with a short presentation and update for Mott Community 
College. 

 
9 WINSHALL PARK ARSON RECONSTRUCTION (Status) 

Construction underway. 
 
9 RACETRACK GAMING & “RACINO” PACKAGE (Status) 

Just a bit of new data, the matter is in the Senate Gambling and Oversight 
Committee with hearings scheduled for March.  Proponents of the package of 
legislation are still optimistic that it has a good chance of passing.  We’ll see. 
   

9 CRAPO STREET LIGHTING (Status) 
Installation is pending, as it has for almost a year now. 

 
9 CHARTER REVISION (Status) 

At the last meeting, a small committee was formed to look into the feasibility of text 
changes.  We have scheduled a meeting for the middle of March. 

 
9 CITY WEB SITE  (Status) 

I know I keep putting this off meeting to meeting, and I apologize, but where we’re at 
is I’ve been working with the programmer from the City of Flint who is designing a site 
for a fee of $1,500.  From here, the company that handles our ordinance codification 
will also post our entire code on their site where it can be linked from ours with 
complete search capabilities.  The yearly cost is around $300.  I’m looking at the 
parcel-mapping program (link in the last meeting’s packet www.ci.kalamazoo.mi.us), but 
the cost is a bit staggering at $7,500 for the software.  Miscellaneous programming 
costs to tie the mapping program to our “Arc-View” parcel tracking software is about 
$1,500.  Council, Planning Commission and additional documents can remain on our 
server, linked from the website and into an FTP Port.  To continue, our FTP site can 
be a bit slow as the broadband access (Comcast Cable Internet Access) has limited 
upload speeds.  The fix to this would be a T1 Line, but that doubles our access cost 
because not only do we have to pay for a Verizon line, but we have to pay for an 
SBC line also as we are caught between the two phone companies.  The website 
development, the ordinance site’s yearly maintenance fee, and our current access 
arrangement is very cost effective and will suffice.  The mapping program is nice, but 
expensive in my opinion and may not be worth it.  Our Comcast cable access 

http://www.ci.kalamazoo.mi.us/


contract expires in November and I intend to push them for a higher speed, or look 
for a wireless T1 equivalent connection.  At any rate, in case I’ve thoroughly confused 
you, I will be back for some discussion on this in the near future. 

 
9 SANITARY CAPACITY, INFILTRATION & INFLOW (Status) 

Pending. 
 
9 2004 BUDGET (Status) 

We’re working on a draft. 
 
9 D.D.A. (Status) 

I’m not sure to what degree we may (or may not) have community support in this 
venture.  Clearly, I think it would be beneficial, but without the support of those whom 
live or operate businesses within the district, the results would be similar as to what 
we experienced with the last DDA.  I’m going to prepare a short questionnaire to mail 
residents and business owners in order to assess the support that we can expect.  
When I get the results back, we’ll discuss our commitment to the re-organization of 
the DDA. 

 
9 STORM WATER ISSUES, GATEWAY-BURKESHIRE-TRACK-SWCE (Resolution) 

A couple of things on this issue.  There is an ordinance amendment request before 
you tonight that will give the City additional power to regulate all new drainage 
systems as well as provide a mechanism for maintaining these systems once they 
are constructed.  I think it’s a huge step towards correcting an issue that we seem to 
spend an enormous amount of administrative time on.  These systems are becoming 
problematic and a health concern, yet we have no clear policy or means to regulate 
them.  As of yet, I have not established a fee for the permits. I want to get input from 
developers as well as cover our expenses and arrive at something that’s reasonable 
for both parties.  I’ll cover this in a resolution in the next meeting or two, before the 
ordinance goes into effect.  On the Gateway, Burkeshire, Track and Swartz Creek 
Estates Drainage issue, attached is a letter I sent to the Track’s Attorney that sets an 
ultimatum.  In the fall, it seemed as if we had reached a solution on the matter.  From 
this point, the Track has expressed no interest in the form of action in the continued 
pursuit towards resolving the dispute.  Also attached is a letter from Mr. Scofield that 
responds to the copy of the letter I sent to the Racetrack.  We’ll see were it goes. 

 
9 SUMMER FAMILY MOVIES (Status) 

The Fine Arts Association has passed a resolution allowing the City to use the 
theater for “Summer Family Movies”, under a yet to be negotiated agreement that 
would address terms.  We still have a long way to go on this project, the bottom line 
being cost effectiveness.  I’m going to add a Fine Arts Board member to the study 
committee and kick it into high gear on the outside chance that if all goes well, we 
can still do something this summer.  I should have a presentation at the next meeting 
or two. 

 
9 MAYOR’S EXCHANGE (Status) 

The City of Saint Louis, located west of Saginaw along M-46, accepted our invitation 
to exchange Mayor’s.  The tentative dates will be Wednesday June 9th, 2004 wherein 
we’ll go to Saint Louis, and Wednesday September 8th, 2004 when Saint Louis will 
come here.  Right after the first of the year, we’ll go to work planning a program that 
hopefully, they won’t forget.  Mark the dates on your calendar! 



 
9 GARBAGE COLLECTION CONTRACT (Status) 

I continue to make this a review priority.  Great Lakes has provided the office with a 
Direct Connect Nextel that allows us instant communication with routes and drivers 
as a means of addressing complaints immediately.  Myself and Tom Svrcek meet or 
talk several times a week with management on any problems and improvement 
suggestions.  I also suggested that management make it a point to attend a council 
meeting every month or two and address any concerns directly.  Please give me a 
call if you hear of any concerns so as we may address them immediately. 

 
9 WINCHESTER WOODS DEVELOPMENT (Status) 

Attached is a copy of a letter I sent owners on record with us.  It is my hope that this 
approach will provide a medium to work out a solution collectively, rather than by 
special interest, as we seem to have done in the past. 

 
9 MML LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE (Status) 

Marla tells me the arrangements have all been set.  Reservations have been made 
for four members, Councilmembers Hurt, Adams, Abrams and Plumb.  Let me know 
if you need anything else. 

 
9 LABOR AGREEMENTS (Resolution) 

I have a resolution in for an executive session to discuss progress and other matters 
related to the three contracts. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS / PROJECTED ISSUES & PROJECTS 
 
9 FANG (Resolution) 

As you may recall, we legislated a police position in the FANG unit at the March 25, 
2002 Council Meeting.  The position never materialized, however, the possibility exists 
that it might again be available.  We won’t know for sure for a while, but to be prepared, 
Rick will be at this meeting to outline the costs and, due to the time that has passed, 
look for a new resolution.  I have provided the documents from the March 25th, 2002 
Resolution for review. 

 
9 ORDINANCE AMENDMENT, ZONING CODE (Discussion) 

Just a short update on where I would like to head with this. It’ll probably be a budgeted 
item to begin somewhere in late spring for funding in the next fiscal cycle. I look for any 
input the Council may have. 

 
  

Council Questions, Inquiries, Requests and Comments 
 
� Miller & Fairchild, Signage.  Pending a report from Rick. 
� Wireless Tower, Morrish & I-69.  I’m still trying to confirm or rule out the location of 

another tower in this area.  I may have something by this meeting. 
 



 
City of Swartz Creek 

RESOLUTIONS  
Regular Council Meeting, Monday February 23, 2004 7:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
Motion No. 040223-4A  MINUTES, FEBRUARY 9, 2004 

 
Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council hereby approve the Minutes of the Regular 
Council Meeting held February 9, 2004, to be circulated and placed on file. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For:_______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 

Motion No. 040223-5A  AGENDA 
 

Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the agenda as presented / printed / 
amended for the Regular Council Meeting of February 23, 2004, to be circulated and 
placed on file. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Motion No. 040223-6A  CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the City Manager’s Report of February 
23, 2004 as presented, to be circulated and placed on file. 
 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 



Motion No. 040223-9A MILLER – ELMS T.I.S. SUB AREA ANALYSIS 
 

Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council accept and affix to the official meeting minutes, 
the Traffic Impact Sub Area Analysis of the Miller – Elms PDD, as presented by the 
City’s Traffic Engineer Pete LaMourie, of Progressive A&E, and further, apportion costs 
for the study to participating businesses located within the study area. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For:_______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Motion No. 040223-9C PARK FEE WAIVER REQUEST, SWARTZ CREEK AREA 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council waive the Elms Road Park Pavilion #2 usage 
fees for the Swartz Creek Area Firefighters Association’s, and approve the use of the 
park for Saturday August 28, 2004 from 10:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Motion No. 040223-9D SENIOR CENTER ADDITION – REQUEST FOR BALLOT 

QUESTION, MILLAGE LEVY 
 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council rescind resolution #040209-05, passed at the 
Regular Council Meeting of February 9, 2004, being;  

“I Move the Swartz Creek City Council direct the City Attorney to 
prepare a ballot question requesting a twenty-year, one-half of one 
mill levy asking the voters of the City of Swartz Creek to approve 
funding for the construction of a Senior Citizens Center, and further, 
provide a draft lease Agreement for the Swartz Creek Area Senior 
Citizens Association to lease the premises at 8095 Civic Drive, and 
bring said ballot language and lease back to the City Council for 
review,  

And further, direct the City Attorney to prepare a ballot question requesting a Charter 
Amendment that would provide for a 0.5 mill 20 year levy for operating and up to a 0.5 
mill 20 year levy for building construction for Swartz Creek Area Senior Citizen 



Activities, to be brought back to the City Council for review at the next regular Council 
Meeting. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Motion No. 040223-9E ORDINANCE AMENDMENT, DRAIN PERMIT AND 

MAINTENANCE PROCESS 
 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council amend the Code of Ordinances, and adopt 
Ordinance 376, to read as follows: 
 

CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK 
ORDINANCE NO.  376 

 
An ordinance to amend Chapter 15 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Swartz 
Creek to add thereto a new Article IV to provide for the maintenance of drains, to 
require permits for construction of and in drains, to provide for the establishment of 
drain zones, and to provide for special assessments for creation and maintenance of 
drains by the City; and to provide penalties for certain violations thereof 
 
THE CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  Amendment of Code of Ordinances. 
 
Chapter 15 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Swartz Creek is hereby 
amended to add thereto a new Article IV to read as follows:  
 
Section 15-401.  Definitions. 
 
"Drain,” whenever used in this Code, shall include the main stream or trunk and all 
tributaries or branches of any creek or river, any watercourse or ditch, either open 
or closed, any covered drain, any storm sewer or conduit composed of tile, brick, 
concrete, or other material, any structures or mechanical devices and any pumping 
equipment necessary to assist or relieve the flow of such drains, and any levee, 
dike, barrier, detention/retention pond or a combination of any or all of same 
constructed, or proposed to be constructed, for the purpose of drainage and control 
of storm water. 
 
“Drain zone,” whenever used in this Code, shall mean one or more properties 
determined by the city under procedures set forth in this Article to include all 
properties served by a particular drain. 
 
Section 15-402.  Condition for Issuance of Building or Zoning Permit.  
 



No zoning or building permit shall be issued for any property until the city 
determines that adequate provision has been made for the drainage of the property 
for which the zoning or building permit is to be issued, and that the drainage of the 
property will be conducive to the public health, convenience and welfare with 
respect to the property being developed and neighboring properties. 
 
Section 15-403.  Establishment, Construction and Maintenance of Drains. 
 
Subject to any provision of state or federal law, the city may determine the location 
and require the establishment, construction, and maintenance of drains, including 
branches thereof, and the cleaning out, straightening, widening, deepening, 
extending, consolidating, relocating, tiling, connecting and relocating of existing 
drains, creeks, rivers and watercourses and their branches, or tributaries within the 
city; and the city may determine the location and require the establishment, 
construction, and maintenance of structures or mechanical devices that will 
properly purify or improve the flow of the drain or pumping equipment necessary 
to assist or relieve the flow of the drain whenever the same shall be conducive to 
the public health, convenience and welfare.  
 
 
Section 15-404.  Easements; Maintenance; Assessment Against Property. 
 
Whenever a drain is established as provided for in this Article, the City shall, as a 
condition of the issuance of any zoning or building permit, require the applicant for 
such permit to secure in the name of the City of Swartz Creek and the Genesee 
County Drain Commissioner, jointly, any easements determined necessary by the 
City for the establishment, construction, and maintenance of said drain, whether 
said easements be on the property proposed for development or on other property.  
Said easements shall provide that the city and/or the drain commissioner, or their 
duly authorized agents, may use, enter upon and preserve such easement or right of 
way for maintenance of the visible drain and any other lawful activity with respect 
to the same and may exercise any rights granted to them in the written easement, 
and that the cost of such maintenance may be assessed against the property on 
which the drain is located and collected in the same manner as property taxes. 
 
Section 15-405.  Recording of Easements. 
 
The city shall cause any easement or right of way obtained by it in connection with 
any proposed drain or drains to be recorded in the office of the register of deeds, 
and no drain shall be cleaned, relocated, deepened, widened, straightened, 
extended, tiled or consolidated until the easement or right of way for same has been 
recorded in the office of the register of deeds.  
 
Section 15-406.  Obstructing Drains 
 
No person shall do anything to any drain that will in any manner obstruct or 
interfere with the flow of water through such drain, and any property owner, lessee 
or tenant of any property through which a drain passes shall keep and maintain the 
same free from any obstructions that will in any manner prevent or retard the flow 



of water through such drain, except that a drain may be filled or altered if a permit 
to do so has been obtained from the city. 
 
Section 15-407.  Constructing and Maintaining Drains. 
 
No person shall construct, reconstruct, alter, repair, install or maintain any drainage 
structure in any drain or other natural watercourse or channel carrying storm water 
unless a permit to do so has been obtained from the city.  All costs associated with 
obtaining such permit, whether direct or indirect, inclusive of design engineering 
and inspection fees, shall be the responsibility of the applicant. 
 
Section 15-408.  Obstruction or Construction Without a Permit. 
 
Any person who violates the provisions of section 15-406 or section 15-407, above, 
shall, at the direction of the city, remove the obstruction or structure and restore the 
drain to the condition it was in prior to such obstruction or construction.  If such 
person fails to do so within 30 days of being notified to do so (or within 5 days if 
the obstruction or construction creates a health hazard for which emergency action 
is necessary to alleviate), then the city may take such action as shall be necessary to 
remove the obstruction or structure and restore the drain to the condition it was in 
prior to such obstruction or construction, and the costs incurred for same by the city 
shall be collected from the person causing such obstruction or construction.  Where 
the obstruction or construction is on the property owned by the person causing 
same, the city’s costs may be assessed against said property and collected in the 
same manner as property taxes. 
 
Section 15-409.  Sanctions. 
 
A person or firm who violates any provision of this Article shall be responsible for 
a municipal civil infraction and shall be subject to the sanctions provided for in 
Section 1, Article II, 1-21 through 1-25 of this Code.  
 
Section 2.  Effective Date. 
 
This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after publication. 
 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of Swartz Creek held on the 23 day of 
February, 2004, ________________ moved for adoption of the ordinance and 
________________ supported the motion. 
 
Voting for: 
Voting against: 
Absent: 
 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
______________________ 
Richard Abrams 
Mayor 
I, _______________, City Clerk in and for the City of Swartz Creek, hereby certify 
the preceding ordinance was adopted by the Swartz Creek City Council at its 



regular meeting held February 23, 2004, and published in The Swartz Creek News 
on _______________________, 2004. 
 
CORRECT ATTEST:  
 
_____________________ 
                 , City Clerk 

 
Publish Date:       Effective Date 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Motion No. 040223-10A ALLOCATE POLICE POSITION TO FLINT AREA 

NARCOTICS GROUP 
 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the assignment of one police officer to 
the Flint Area Narcotics Group, subject to a minimum 50% funding contribution from or 
through the Flint Area Narcotics Group, for a term not to exceed three years and/or 
subject to termination at the discretion of the City Council, in accordance with the 
membership agreement between the City of Swartz Creek and the Flint Area Narcotics 
Group and operating rules set forth by the Executive and/or Operation Boards of the 
Flint Area Narcotics Group. 
 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Motion No. 040223-13A  EXECUTIVE SESSION, PENDING LABOR CONTRACTS 
 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council, at the request and recommendation of the City 
Manager, and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, moves into executive session 
to discuss pending labor agreements. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 



 
City of Swartz Creek 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  
(Meeting of February 9, 2004) 

 
CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK 

SWARTZ CREEK, MICHIGAN 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE 02/09/04 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Abrams in the Swartz Creek City 
Council Chambers, 8083 Civic Drive. 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag given. 
 
Councilmen Present:  Abrams, Adams, Christie, Hurt, Plumb, Porath, Shumaker. 
 
Councilmen Absent: None. 
 
Staff Present: City Manager Bueche, City Clerk Clark, Community Services 

Director Svrcek, and City Attorney Richard Figura. 
 
Others Present: Brad Khirfan, Leroyal Bond, Bud Grimes, Boots Abrams, Linda 

Benson, Mark Davis, Robert Benson, Jean Florence, Jim 
Florence, Joe Pobocik, Denny Pinkston, John Pines, Joe Saliga, 
and Mike AuClair. 

 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL MINUTES: 
 
 Resolution No. 040209-01    (Carried as amended) 
 

Motion by Councilmember Porath, 
Second by Councilmember Hurt, 
 
The Swartz Creek City Council hereby approve the Minutes of the Regular 
Council Meeting held January 26, 2004, with the change under the second 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC from granddaughter to great-
granddaughter, then to be circulated and placed on file. 
 
YES: Abrams, Adams, Christie, Hurt, Plumb, Porath, Shumaker. 
NO: None.  Motion declared carried. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
 Resolution No. 040209-02    (Carried as amended) 
 

Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Christie, 
Second by Councilmember Hurt, 
 
The Swartz Creek City Council approve the Agenda for the regular Council 
meeting of February 9, 2004, as amended by the addition of item 5B, Great 



Lakes Waste, and 9C, High-Speed Internet Access, then to be circulated and 
placed on file. 
 
YES: Abrams, Adams, Christie, Hurt, Plumb, Porath, Shumaker. 
NO: None.  Motion declared carried. 

 
Great Lakes Waste 
 
City Manager Bueche advised Department of Community Services Director Svrcek had ridden 
in one of the garbage trucks with Joe Saliga of Great Lakes in order to address the complaints 
regarding skipped stops.  Mr. Svrcek relayed the information gathered.  He also spoke 
regarding the problems on Fairchild Street while school is in session. 
 
Joe Saliga, Operations Manager of Great Lakes, introduced himself and General Manager 
John Pines and Supervisor Mike AuClair.  
 
Councilmember Adams thanked the Great Lakes’ representatives for their attendance.  He 
spoke regarding his concerns with the garbage collection operation.  Councilmember Adams 
noted the catalyst for his request to modify or consider a new waste collection firm was the 
problems noted by the City staff member assigned to intermediate between the company and 
residents.  He expressed a need for accountability for the ongoing problems. 
 
Councilmember Shumaker asked if Great Lakes had a safety policy, whether it is enforced, 
and specifically if trucks can back down a road.  Great Lakes advised there is an enforced 
safety policy, and the manner in which trucks can back down a road and number of staff 
assigned to a truck was addressed. 
 
A Great Lakes’ representative also spoke regarding coordination efforts between his staff and 
the City staff member.  He noted until recent complaints were voiced, it was thought the 
relationship between Great Lakes and City staff was very good.  He noted Great Lakes Waste 
is absolutely committed to resolving all problems. 
 
City Manager Bueche noted logging complaints are irregular due to increased workload 
experienced at certain times.  He noted there are 5-8 complaints per week, and Great Lakes 
are conscientious in their response to complaints.  Mr. Bueche also noted City staff picks up 
trash infrequently unless there are time constraints or during the holidays.  He stated the policy 
is in place to “back bill” Great Lakes if considerable City time is expended. 
 
Further discussion took place. 
 
Great Lakes’ staff were asked and agreed to stay for the “Meeting Opened to Public” portion of 
the agenda in case residents had comments regarding garbage collection. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
City Manager’s Report 
 
 Resolution No. 040298-03      (Carried) 
 

Motion by Councilmember Shumaker, 
Second by Councilmember Hurt, 



 
The Swartz Creek City Council approves the City Manager’s Report of February 
9, 2004, as presented, to be circulated and placed on file. 
 

Discussion ensued regarding non-City millage requests, the Movies in the Park concept, the 
Kalamazoo web site, and Mayors’ Exchange. 
 
Councilmember Shumaker commented on the usefulness of participation on the Genesee 
County Recycling Coalition.  Mayor Abrams stated a motion from the floor could be entertained 
regarding joining the coalition after the current motion is concluded. 
 

YES: Abrams, Adams, Christie, Hurt, Plumb, Porath, Shumaker. 
NO: None.  Motion declared carried. 

 
 Resolution No. 040209-04      (Carried) 
 

Motion by Councilmember Shumaker, 
Second by Councilmember Hurt, 
 
The Swartz Creek City Council approve payment of the invoice submitted to the 
City in the amount of $750.00, payable to the Genesee County Recycling 
Coalition, in order to participate in the collection of household hazardous waste in 
the spring and fall of 2004. 
 

Discussion took place, particularly in regard to proper notification.  City Manager Bueche 
stated if the resolution is approved he would make every effort to secure a drop-off location in 
Swartz Creek. 

 
YES: Abrams, Adams, Christie, Hurt, Plumb, Porath, Shumaker. 
NO: None.  Motion declared carried. 

 
Other reports were received and placed on file. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS TO COUNCIL: 
 

• Letter, Genesee County Road Commission, Millage Request 
• Letter to Fine Arts Association 
• Invoice, Genesee County Recycling Coalition 
• School Board Agenda 

 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
Jim Florence, 4296 Springbrook Drive, stated he is a member of the Board of Directors for the 
Springbrook Condominium Association and didn’t believe he had ever heard a complaint 
regarding Great Lakes Waste service.  Mr. Florence also mentioned the temporary signs have 
again appeared back in front of the Kroger plaza, which he would like the City to get rid of as 
they are an eyesore. 
 
City Manager Bueche advised he had talked with the development company that leases the 
add-on portion of the plaza, and inquired whether they had restrictions on signs.  He was 



advised they do, and then indicated the City does not want any unapproved signs on the 
premises.  The development company said they would take care of the matter.  As to the signs 
outside the right-of-way, Mr. Bueche noted he hoped to address this concern with a rewrite of 
the existing Sign Ordinance. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Senior Center Addition – Millage 
 
 Resolution No. 040209-05      (Carried) 
 

Motion by Councilmember Plumb, 
Second by Councilmember Hurt, 
 
The Swartz Creek City Council directs the City Attorney to prepare a ballot 
question requesting a twenty-year, one-half of one mill levy asking the voters of 
the City of Swartz Creek to approve funding for the construction of a Senior 
Citizens Center addition, and further, provide a draft lease Agreement for the 
Swartz Creek Area Senior Citizens Association to lease the premises at 8095 
Civic Drive, and bring said ballot language and lease back to the City Council for 
review. 

 
Mr. Bueche advised the City is conducting a study regarding operation and funding for other 
area senior centers, and he hoped to have this information to Council at the next meeting 
along with proposed ballot language. 
 
Considerable discussion took place. 
 

YES: Abrams, Adams, Christie, Hurt, Plumb Porath, Shumaker. 
NO: None.  Motion declared carried. 

 
Winchester Woods Development  
 
City Manager Bueche advised this discussion was precipitated by increasing pressure from 
residential construction contractors to issue building permits for new homes in the 
undeveloped portion of Winchester Woods.  He relayed to Council the drainage problems 
associated with developing Winchester Woods lot-by-lot.  He noted the solution is a complete 
drainage system at significant cost.  Mr. Bueche mentioned in the past a proposed special 
assessment for drainage, lights, sidewalks, etc., had been met with strong opposition.  After 
discussion with City Attorney Figura, City Manager Bueche would prefer to take the position 
that there will be no building permits given out until the issues regarding storm sewers and 
drainage, as well as the sanitary sewers, is addressed.  City Attorney Figura believed drainage 
is a public health issue, and it would be within the City’s authority to deny future building 
permits until a reasonable solution is found. 
 
City Manager Bueche stated non-issuance will not be popular with developers, but he felt this 
is the best course of action by the City.  Mr. Bueche wanted to make his position known to 
Council and solicit any comments they might have regarding this matter. 
 



Mayor Abrams remarked he and Councilmember Porath were on Council when proposals 
were made regarding Winchester Woods.  He stated his belief that this is not merely a problem 
in regard to undeveloped lots, but it would also concern existing development.  Mayor Abrams 
felt one master plan for the entire area is needed. 
 
City Manager Bueche stated administration believed if the few property owners involved would 
just sit down together, it would be possible to arrive at an equitable solution.  He also 
mentioned it might be best for the City, at this point, to do nothing except advise property 
owners we would work with them toward their finding a resolution. 
 
Councilmember Hurt inquired whether a drainage solution would help resolve the surface 
water runoff problems.  Mr. Bueche advised not for the whole subdivision as yet, but plans 
could be made to put easements into areas that are developed in order to be able to get to 
them if necessary.  Furthermore, Mr. Bueche answered a drainage solution would not add to 
the surface water runoff problems; which by developing one lot at a time merely shifts the 
problem to the adjoining lots.  
 
Councilmember Shumaker asked what the amount of sanitary sewer was proposed for Young 
Drive, and was advised about 400 feet.  Councilmember Shumaker questioned whether a 
makeshift sewer system might compound the problems.  City Manager Bueche pointed out the 
developer about a year ago wanted to run temporary piping in the ground, and the City denied 
the proposal.  The developer was advised he would have to build a main in the right-of-way, 
and up to City standards. 
 
Discussion continued regarding the types of improvements, in addition to sanitary sewers, 
which are needed in this area, as well as whether the permitted exceptions might create 
liability for the City.  City Attorney Figura advised it was his opinion the City would still have the 
right to insist a suitable system be in place before there is any further development. 
 
After further discussion, City Manager Bueche stated he would draft a letter to property owners 
regarding the City’s intent. 
 
High-Speed Internet Access 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Christie related an instance in neighboring Mundy Township where Quality 
Internet Express, a high-speed internet provider in Flint, placed a cell tower pole on property 
before first acquiring permission from the municipality.  Inasmuch as Mr. Christie is a 
subscriber with Quality Internet Express, about two months ago he contacted them to see if 
they could service the Swartz Creek area.  The company advised they had secured property 
and would be up in about 30 days.  Mr. Christie noted originally they had talked about private 
property near Seymour-Miller Roads area; however, he contacted them a few days ago and 
was again advised it should be within 30 days as they had acquired property.  Inasmuch as 
City ordinance required the company to be on City-owned property or by a lease going through 
the City, Mayor Pro-Tem Christie was surprised to learn City Manager Bueche knew nothing 
about this.  He therefore once again called Quality Internet Express, and they advised Mr. 
Christie the pole was going on Road Commission property next to I-69. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Christie asked that City administration look into this matter in order to 
circumvent what happened in Mundy Township from happening in Swartz Creek. 
 



City Manager Bueche advised something is going up on the Road Commission property which 
personnel at this location were not knowledgeable about.  Mr. Bueche stated he planned to 
consult with City Attorney Figura and also contact the County Road Commission regarding this 
matter. 
 
Further discussion ensued. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
None. 
 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
Robert Benson, 9321 Chesterfield Drive, noted his agreement with the City’s intent not to issue 
building permits in Winchester Woods until drainage problems have been resolved.  Mr. 
Benson inquired as to how development had been permitted; noting there is presently a lot that 
has been staked and prepared for development.  City Manager Bueche stated this is the last 
lot for which a permit will be issued.  He noted different administrations and/or Councils 
allowed development, which didn’t create severe problems when the houses were very sparse.  
Mr. Benson also inquired and was advised the Master Plan process continues, and the Zoning 
Ordinance will be considered after its approval.  Mr. Benson was also given an update 
regarding the two houses at the entrance to proposed Gateway Subdivision. 
 
Mark Davis, 9293 Oakview Drive, expressed the opinion that the City should be aware there 
are a lot of undeveloped lots in Gaines Township, and developers may try to come in from the 
west.  City Manager Bueche advised the City is aware of this situation. 
 
REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBERS: 
 
Councilmember Adams hoped the discussions regarding trash pickup will resolve some of the 
issues.  He also stated he is not against taking care of our senior citizens, but is only opposed 
to communities taking advantage of the City’s generosity. 
 
Councilmember Plumb agreed that Council needs to wait and see how the Fine Arts 
Association feels about Movies in the Park, and also that the City needs to take a look at the 
Senior Center issue.  He inquired regarding the old Kessel Plaza in Clayton Township, and 
was advised the stores have been rented and Rite Aid plans to build a stand-alone building 
nearer the front of the property.  Councilmember Plumb expressed appreciation for the City 
Manager’s comments relative to Winchester Woods. 
 
Councilmember Shumaker thanked Council for their support by resolution this evening for 
hazardous waste collection.  He also stated his opinion that the County should take over two 
streets in Winchester Woods that go west of the City limits and are out lots to Oakwood 
Subdivision. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Christie expressed his full support of seniors, but is weary of other 
municipalities not sharing responsibilities. 
 



Councilmember Porath stated he heard Mundy and Clayton Townships, and possibly another, 
would soon be building their own senior centers; and expressed his concern that the City 
needs to be aware of what is happening before bringing a millage question to the residents. 
 
Mayor Abrams noted under the administration of City Manager Hundley the Senior Citizens 
Center/Library was built to service the City and surrounding communities, and felt an addition 
would be a continuance of that premise. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 Resolution No. 040209-06 
 

Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Christie, 
Second by Councilmember Hurt, 
 
the meeting be adjourned. 
 
Unanimous voice vote. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard B. Abrams, Mayor      Mary Jo Clark, City Clerk 
 





































CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK 
ORDINANCE NO.  376 

 
An ordinance to amend Chapter 15 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Swartz Creek to 
add thereto a new Article IV to provide for the maintenance of drains, to require permits for 
construction of and in drains, to provide for the establishment of drain zones, and to provide for 
special assessments for creation and maintenance of drains by the City; and to provide 
penalties for certain violations thereof 
 
THE CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1. Amendment of Code of Ordinances. 
 
Chapter 15 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Swartz Creek is hereby amended to add 
thereto a new Article IV to read as follows:  
 

Section 15-401.  Definitions. 
 
"Drain,” whenever used in this Code, shall include the main stream or trunk and all 
tributaries or branches of any creek or river, any watercourse or ditch, either open or 
closed, any covered drain, any storm sewer or conduit composed of tile, brick, concrete, or 
other material, any structures or mechanical devices and any pumping equipment 
necessary to assist or relieve the flow of such drains, and any levee, dike, barrier, 
detention/retention pond or a combination of any or all of same constructed, or proposed to 
be constructed, for the purpose of drainage and control of storm water. 
 
“Drain zone,” whenever used in this Code, shall mean one or more properties determined 
by the city under procedures set forth in this Article to include all properties served by a 
particular drain. 
 
Section 15-402.  Condition for Issuance of Building or Zoning Permit.  
 
No zoning or building permit shall be issued for any property until the city determines that 
adequate provision has been made for the drainage of the property for which the zoning or 
building permit is to be issued, and that the drainage of the property will be conducive to 
the public health, convenience and welfare with respect to the property being developed 
and neighboring properties. 
 
Section 15-403.  Establishment, Construction and Maintenance of Drains. 
 
Subject to any provision of state or federal law, the city may determine the location and 
require the establishment, construction, and maintenance of drains, including branches 
thereof, and the cleaning out, straightening, widening, deepening, extending, consolidating, 
relocating, tiling, connecting and relocating of existing drains, creeks, rivers and 
watercourses and their branches, or tributaries within the city; and the city may determine 
the location and require the establishment, construction, and maintenance of structures or 
mechanical devices that will properly purify or improve the flow of the drain or pumping 
equipment necessary to assist or relieve the flow of the drain whenever the same shall be 
conducive to the public health, convenience and welfare.  
 
 



Section 15-404.  Easements; Maintenance; Assessment Against Property. 
 
Whenever a drain is established as provided for in this Article, the City shall, as a condition 
of the issuance of any zoning or building permit, require the applicant for such permit to 
secure in the name of the City of Swartz Creek and the Genesee County Drain 
Commissioner, jointly, any easements determined necessary by the City for the 
establishment, construction, and maintenance of said drain, whether said easements be on 
the property proposed for development or on other property.  Said easements shall provide 
that the city and/or the drain commissioner, or their duly authorized agents, may use, enter 
upon and preserve such easement or right of way for maintenance of the visible drain and 
any other lawful activity with respect to the same and may exercise any rights granted to 
them in the written easement, and that the cost of such maintenance may be assessed 
against the property on which the drain is located and collected in the same manner as 
property taxes. 
 
Section 15-405.  Recording of Easements. 
 
The city shall cause any easement or right of way obtained by it in connection with any 
proposed drain or drains to be recorded in the office of the register of deeds, and no drain 
shall be cleaned, relocated, deepened, widened, straightened, extended, tiled or 
consolidated until the easement or right of way for same has been recorded in the office of 
the register of deeds.  
 
Section 15-406.  Obstructing Drains 
 
No person shall do anything to any drain that will in any manner obstruct or interfere with 
the flow of water through such drain, and any property owner, lessee or tenant of any 
property through which a drain passes shall keep and maintain the same free from any 
obstructions that will in any manner prevent or retard the flow of water through such drain, 
except that a drain may be filled or altered if a permit to do so has been obtained from the 
city. 
 
Section 15-407.  Constructing and Maintaining Drains. 
 
No person shall construct, reconstruct, alter, repair, install or maintain any drainage 
structure in any drain or other natural watercourse or channel carrying storm water unless a 
permit to do so has been obtained from the city.  All costs associated with obtaining such 
permit, whether direct or indirect, inclusive of design engineering and inspection fees, shall 
be the responsibility of the applicant. 
 
Section 15-408.  Obstruction or Construction Without a Permit. 
 
Any person who violates the provisions of section 15-406 or section 15-407, above, shall, 
at the direction of the city, remove the obstruction or structure and restore the drain to the 
condition it was in prior to such obstruction or construction.  If such person fails to do so 
within 30 days of being notified to do so (or within 5 days if the obstruction or construction 
creates a health hazard for which emergency action is necessary to alleviate), then the city 
may take such action as shall be necessary to remove the obstruction or structure and 
restore the drain to the condition it was in prior to such obstruction or construction, and the 
costs incurred for same by the city shall be collected from the person causing such 
obstruction or construction.  Where the obstruction or construction is on the property owned 



by the person causing same, the city’s costs may be assessed against said property and 
collected in the same manner as property taxes. 
 
Section 15-409.  Sanctions. 
 
A person or firm who violates any provision of this Article shall be responsible for a 
municipal civil infraction and shall be subject to the sanctions provided for in Section 1, 
Article II, 1-21 through 1-25 of this Code.  

 
Section 2.  Effective Date. 
 
This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after publication. 
 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of Swartz Creek held on the 23 day of February, 2004, 
________________ moved for adoption of the ordinance and ________________ supported 
the motion. 
 
Voting for: 
Voting against: 
Absent: 
 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
 
________________________ 
Richard Abrams 
Mayor 

 
 
 

I, _______________, City Clerk in and for the City of Swartz Creek, hereby certify the 
preceding ordinance was adopted by the Swartz Creek City Council at its regular meeting held 
February 23, 2004, and published in The Swartz Creek News on _______________________, 
2004. 
 
CORRECT ATTEST:  
 
_____________________ 
                 , City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Publish Date:       Effective Date:



 
 
 
Police FANG Position 
(Resolution No. 020325-08)      
 (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Council Member Thompson 
  Second by Council Member Hurt 
 

The Swartz Creek City Council approve a police officer’s position 
with the FANG narcotics group not to exceed the term of two years.   

 
YES: Adams, Allen, Christie, Hurt, Lindstrom, Thompson, Abrams 
NO: None, Motion declared carried. 

 
Interim City Manager Bueche discussed approving full-time police officer position 
with FANG and the reasons as to why we should hire a FANG position.  General 
discussion ensued among City Council members about the Sheriff’s Posse vs. 
FANG. 
 



pbueche


Excerpts from the City Manager's Report of March 25, 2002





























 
Paul Bueche  

From: "Lori Crothers" <lcrothers@mml.org>
To: <LEGISLATIVELINK@LISTSERV.MML.ORG>
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2004 1:33 PM
Subject: MML Legislative Link (2-16-04)
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LEAGUE LEGISLATIVE LINK – February 16, 2004
A Weekly Update from the State and Federal Affairs Division of the Michigan Municipal League 
  
  
Governor Granholm Releases FY 2004-05 Budget  - Governor Granholm released her proposed 
2004-05 budget last Thursday.  For an overview of the budget, you can go to the League’s website 
(www.mml.org) and read the latest fax alert dated February 12, 2004 or to read the Governor’s full 
budget proposal, go to: http://www.michigan.gov/budget/0,1607,7-157-11460---,00.html 
  
NPDES Discharge Fees Pass Senate & House With Veto Looming - Last week, the House 
and Senate passed Senate Bill 252 (D-Brater) which would assess fees for NPDES and storm water 
discharges.  However, the issue boiled over when the legislature revoked the rule making authority 
from the DEQ.   DEQ Director Steve Chester said he would have to inform the U.S. EPA of the 
rulemaking change, and the federal agency would have to conduct a study determining how the change 
would affect the DEQ's ability to meet EPA rulemaking requirements.  If the EPA finds that the new law 
makes the rules process too slow, it would take away the state's program delegation.  Governor 
Granholm expressed that she was certain to veto the legislation. 
MML opposes Senate Bill 252, as reported from Conference Committee, due to the disproportionate 
fees to municipalities.  As reported from Conference Committee, cities and villages own 33% of the 
NPDES permits, yet are being charged over 50% of the total cost of this fee.  Senate Bill 252 also had 
a modified exemption for agriculture.   
If Senate Bill 252 is vetoed the DEQ and the legislature will have to find a way to make up the $5.1 
million in lost revenue from these fees, or the legislature will have to work on a new fee structure.  
  

Talking Points For MAM Capitol Reception – The Michigan Association of Mayors will be hosting 
a Legislative Reception at the Capitol on Wednesday, February 18, 2004 from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
We have posted talking points for this event on our website (www.mml.org).  This is a perfect 
opportunity to talk with your legislators about the current legislative issues that are important to your 
communities.  If you have not RSVP’d, please call Lori Crothers at 517-485-1314 or email at 
lcrothers@mml.org. 

Legislation Encouraging School Districts to Teach Specific State and Local Government 
Curriculum – On Tuesday, February 24, 2004 at 2:00 p.m., the House Education Committee will hold 
a hearing of significant importance.  Rep. Doug Hart has introduced a resolution strongly encouraging 
school districts to teach Michigan specific state and local government.  The committee will accept 
written and oral testimony on Tuesday.  If you have any questions, please call Kelly Dunn at (517) 485-
1314.  

 Michigan Transportation Budget News – Gov. Granholm announced in her budget proposal an 
additional $25.6 million for local critical bridge repairs resulting from the re-direction of none-half of one 
cent of the state gasoline tax currently dedicated to state trunckline bridge repairs.  Splitting the penny 
with local units of government fulfills a promise Governor Granholm made to the residents of Michigan, 
MML, and CRAM to improve critical local bridges.  The Governor's budget is committed to critical bridge 
program reforms that will place an emphasis on preventative maintenance and rehabilitation to ensure 
the program is cost-effectively managed and overall local bridge system is improved.  MML has been 



meeting with MDOT and CRAM over the last several months to improve the Critical Local Bridge 
Program process, and should have a new process in place with in the next year.  These changes in 
policy are a direct result in our members advocating for these needed important changes.  Thank you! 

  

MML 2004 Legislative Conference – The 38th Annual Legislative Conference will be held on 
Wednesday, March 24, 2004 at the Lansing Center.  Program information and registration material are 
available at the MML website (www.mml.org).  Sessions will cover many topics, including, commerce 
centers, land use, transportation, environmental issues, finance and the MML State and Federal Affairs 
Update.   

If you have any questions or would like any further information, please contact Lori Crothers from the 
MML’s Lansing office at (517) 485-1314.   

  
  

Page 2 of 2

2/16/2004



 
Paul Bueche  

From: "Lori Crothers" <lcrothers@mml.org>
To: <LEGISLATIVELINK@LISTSERV.MML.ORG>
Sent: Wednesday, February 11, 2004 11:02 AM
Subject: MML Fax Alert (2-11-04)
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              Michigan Municipal League 

State & Federal Affairs Division 

  
Fax Advisory 

  
  
Good News - Bill Passes Giving Municipalities More 

Flexibility In Road Funding 
  

                                        February 11, 2004 

  
To: Mayor/President, Council, Manager and Legislative Director: 
  
The legislature passed Senate Bill 334, introduced by Senator Michael Switalski (D-Roseville) 
that gives municipalities much more flexibility in local road funding.  This issue has been a high 
priority and part of the MML policies for years.  We would like to sincerely thank our members 
for helping relay our message on the importance of this issue to the state legislature.  Without 
your time and effort this bill would not have passed.  We would also like to thank Rep. Scott 
Shackleton (R-Sault Ste. Marie) and Sen. Switalski for their work on this issue.  
  
The Governor is expected to sign this legislation in the next couple weeks.  As you are 
preparing your budgets for the upcoming fiscal year, please be advised of this new funding 
tool. 
  
Currently, the law allows the transfer of major street funds for use on local street system, but 
only up to the amount equal to the amount of local revenue raised for the major street system 
or for the local share of state trunkline improvements.  Senate Bill 334 would lift this restriction 
and give municipalities much greater latitude in transferring funds from the major street fund to 
the local street fund.  The amount that could be transferred from the major street fund to the 
local street fund would no longer be limited to the amount of locally raised revenue.  
Furthermore, the bill prohibits a municipality from transferring more than 25% of its annual 
MTF major street funding to the local street system unless it has adopted an asset 
management process for its major and local street system. 
  
If you have questions about the implementation of this new funding tool, please contact Joe 
Fivas, Manager, Transportation & Environmental Affairs at jfivas@mml.org or 517-485-1314. 
  
  



 
Paul Bueche  

From: "Lori Crothers" <lcrothers@mml.org>
To: <LEGISLATIVELINK@LISTSERV.MML.ORG>
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2004 2:59 PM
Subject: MML Fax Alert & Survey (2-19-04)
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Michigan Municipal League 

State & Federal Affairs Division 
  

Fax Survey & Alert 

  
  
Property Tax Exemption Bill Up In House 
ACTION NEEDED 
  

                                                            February 19, 2004 
  
To: Mayor/President, Council, Manager and Legislative Director: 
  
On Wednesday, February 25, the House Tax Policy Committee is taking testimony on HB 
4234, which exempts the first $10,000 of taxable value from personal property taxes for each 
business that files a personal property tax statement in a local community.  
  
Please contact members of the House Tax Policy Committee and tell them that this bill shifts 
the burden of paying for local government services from commercial and industrial businesses 
to the residents in their communities. Furthermore, eroding local bases only increases local 
governments’ dependency on the state for funding.  
  
In addition, please send your comments on this issue and details of how this bill would impact 
your community to Summer Minnick at sminnick@mml.org or (800) 995-2674. 
  
Committee Members:  
 
Lorence Wenke (R), Committee Chair, 63rd District 373-1787 
Fulton Sheen (R), Majority Vice-Chair, 88th District 373-0836 
James Koetje (R), 86th District 373-0846 
Gary Woronchak (R), 15th District 373-0847 
Tom Meyer (R), 84th District 373-0476 
Leon Drolet (R), 33rd District 373-0820 
Scott Hummel (R), 93rd District 373-1778 
Brian Palmer (R), 36th District 373-0843 
Matt Milosch (R), 55th District 373-1792 
Mike Nofs (R), 62nd District 373-0555 
John Stakoe (R), 44th District 373-2616 
William O'Neil (D), Minority Vice-Chair, 14th District 373-0140 



Jack Minore (D), 49th District 373-7515 
Barbara Farrah (D), 13th District 373-0845 
Steve Bieda (D), 25th District 373-1772 
Paula Zelenko (D), 50th District 373-3906 
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